Use this ‘mad libs’ letter as a tool to get to know your students on the first day – cater it to what you need to know to teach them well and help them start thinking about their learning and responsibilities in this course.
Dear ___________ (your name)
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would like to introduce myself and let you know a few things about me and how I learn. If I could use just two words to describe my personality they would be _________________________ and ________________________. If I was granted one year to do whatever I wanted, expenses paid, I would ______________________________________________________________. The following two things are the biggest negative distractions in my life: _______________________________ and ____________________________________. I am notoriously not very good at ______________________________________________________. If my house was burning down and I could only grab three possessions, they would be my __________________________ and my ___________________________ and my ________________________________. When I need to recharge my soul I like to ________________________________________________. When I was in high school, I was the kind of kid that _________________________________________________________________. The following people are in my cheering squad _____________________________________________________. If I got words or a quote tattooed on my body, it would say _________________________________________________.  My hopes for my studies at NWCC are ________________________________________________________________________. 
I see the following things are potential barriers to achieving my goals in this course (circle all that apply): 
· 
· Procrastination
· Family responsibilities and/or job
· Impatience with group work
· Weak technology skills
· Slow reader
· Low confidence and/or anxiety
· Easily distracted during lectures
· Intimidated by assessment and evaluations
· Weak communication/writing skills
· Fear of failure and/or wanting to get it right
· Disorganized 



The following things help me to construct my understanding of new concepts (circle your top 3):
· 
· Writing notes in class
· Talking about it or debating it with others
· Organizing ideas into charts, lists and/or visual diagrams/doodles
· Listening to someone explain it
· Diving in and trying it
· Sitting quietly to think and reflect on it
· Reading about it
· Practicing it over and over again
· Being tested on it
· Reviewing ideas at a later time (i.e. coming back to it)
· Asking questions
· Journaling
· Thinking about it while doing something else (e.g. running, chores…)

During this semester, I will commit to _________________________________________________. 
I have a couple of questions for you before we start:
1. ________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________
Here is what else you should know about me (fun facts, challenges, interests, hopes for the future…?):





Sincerely, 
